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THE  POULTRY  AND  EGG  SITUATION  AT  A  GLANCE 
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SUMMARY 


Tlie  nation's  laying  flock,  3  percent  smaller  than 
a  year  earlier  on  March  1,  will  decline  further  from 
last  year  as  1960  progresses.  Egg  production,  which 
on  March  1  was  6  percent  below  1959,  will  remain 
below  the  year  before,  and  soon  the  supply  will  decline 
seasonally.  Prices  received  by  farmers  in  the  last 
half  of  this  year  are  likely  to  average  noticeably 
higher  than  in  the  same  period  of  1959.  Egg  prices 
rose  sharply  in  early  March,  following  severe  snow 
storms  over  the  mid- West,  Northeast,  and  parts  of 
the  Southeast.  However,  it  is  uncertain  if  egg  prices 
in  the  next  6  or  8  weeks  will  hold  at  the  storm-in- 
duced levels. 

The  reduction  in  hatchings  of  egg-type  chicks  so 
far  this  season  is  considerably  greater  than  was  in- 
dicated by  farmers'  early  February  intentions  to  buy 
9  percent  fewer  replacement  chicks  this  year  than 
last.  In  the  last  5  mon±s  of  1959,  hatchings  fell 
19  percent  below  the  same  period  of  1958  and  in  Jan- 
uary they  were  33  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
Forty  percent  fewer  eggs  of  replacement-type  chic- 
kens were  in  incubators  February  1  than  on  the  same 
date  in  1959.  Although  hatchery  output  in  the  main 
hatching  months  of  March,  April  and  May  is  likely 
to  be  down  from  last  year  by  smaller  percentages, 
the  number  of  chickens  raised  this  year  is  virtually 
certain  to  be  well  below  last  season.  The  401  mil- 
lion chickens  raised  in  1959  were  7  percent  fewer 
than  in  1958  and,  except  for  1957,  the  fewest  since 
records  were  begun  in  1909. 

Egg  production  in  the  last  half  of  this  year  may 
not  be  down  fully  as  much  as  the  laying  flock,  be- 
cause of  the  likelihood  of  further  increases  in  the 
rate  of  lay  per  bird.  Nevertheless,  egg  production  is 
likely  to  be  down  enough  to  raise  prices  in  the  second 
half  of  1960  above  those  in  the  same  period  of  1959, 


The  mid-February  price  to  farmers  of  28,9  cents 
per  dozen  was  lowest  for  the  month  since  1942,  but 
in  early  March  prices  were  above  the  extreme  lows  of 
May- June  1959.  Demand  for  eggs  for  storage  has  been 
strong,  and  in  early  March,  the  shell  and  frozen  eggs 
in  storage  exceeded  last  year  by  an  amount  equivalent 
to  about  20  to  25  percent  of  the  season  peak  of  1959. 
A  continued  strong  storage  demand  will  be  necessary 
to  sustain  egg  prices  through  the  spring. 

The  USDA  purchase  program  which  began  in  early 
January  has  diverted,  into  dried  egg  production  for 
School  Lunches  and  other  eligible  outlets,  about  2 
percent  of  current  egg  production. 

Broiler  prices  from  December  1959  to  early 
March  1960  were  17  cents  per  pound  and  higher 
(mid-month  U„  S.  averages).  This  was  about  a  cent 
higher  than  the  1959  annual  average  of  16.3  cents 
(simple  average  of  monthly  prices).  Prices  at  recent 
levels  are  high  enough  to  encourage  expansion  in 
production,  but  limitations  of  credit  and  possibly 
of  chick  supply  have  held  weekly  hatchings  of  broiler 
chicks  in  January  and  February  to  about  105  per- 
cent of  last  year.  Recent  egg  settings  suggest  that 
March  hatchings  will  be  slightly  below  1959,  Never- 
theless, monthly  marketings  will  increase  sea- 
sonally. 


Demand  in  past  years,  except  1959,  has  also 
increased  seasonally,  and  if  the  long-time  demand 
pattern  prevails,  broiler  prices  to  the  summer  may 
be  fairly  steady.  During  the  spring  and  summer,  how- 
ever, hatching  egg  supply  may  emerge  as  a  limiting 
factor  upon  broiler  chick  production,  because  of  cut- 
backs in  the  past  9  months  in  the  number  of  breeder 
chicks  sold. 
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Turkey  production  in  1960  is  likely  to  rise  above 
the  1959  record  of  82  million  birds  raised.  In 
February,  U„  S.  average  prices  slipped  down  (to 
25.7  cents)  from  the  28-29  cent  level  of  December 
and  January,  but  settings  of  eggs  into  incubators 
for  all  except  Beltsville-type  poults  were  at  a  much 


higher  rate  than  last  year.  Farmers  intended  in 
January  to  grow  6  percent  more  birds  than  last 
year.  Any  substantial  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
crop  would  reduce  the  possibility  of  turkey  prices 
repeating  the  rise  that  occurred  in  late  1960. 


REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 


Replacement  Hatch 
Down  Sharply 

For  the  second  seccessive  year,  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  significant  cut  in  the  number  of  chicks 
raised  for  laying  flock  replacement.  To  date  Hatch  - 
ery operations  have  been  even  lower  than  was 
indicated  by  farmers'  early  February  intentions  to 
buy  9  percent  fewer  replacement  chicks  than  last 
year  (tables  1,  2).  The  401  million  chickens  raised 
last  year  were  in  turn  7  percent  fewer  than  in  1958 
and  only  slightly  above  1957,  when  the  397  million 
raised  were  the  fewest  since  records  were  begun 
in  1909. 

Recent  cuts  in  hatchery  output  are  deeper,  percent- 
agewise, than  are  likely  during  the  main  hatching 
months  of  March,  April,  and  May.  On  February  1, 
1960,  40  percent  fewer  eggs  of  replacement-type 
chickens  were  in  incubators  than  a  year  earlier.  In 
January,  hatchery  output  of  such  chicks  was  33  per- 
cent below  January  1959.  Nineteen  percent  fewer 
chicks  were  hatched  in  the  last  5  months  of  1959  than 
in  the  comparable  months  of"  the  year  before.  The 
pullets  among  these  chicks  will  mature  as  layers 
in  1960. 

Although  hatchings  have  not  yet  reached  their  sea- 
sonal peak,  cumulative  reductions  so  far  are  signi- 
ficant. From  August  1959  through  February  1960 
(assuming  the  change  in  the  February  hatch  is  in  line 
with  the  decrease  in  eggs  in  incubators  on  the  first 
of  the  month)  the  hatch  indicates  a  decrease  from  the 
year  before  of  51  million  chicks.  This  is  equivalent 
to  9  percent  of  the  561  million  egg-type  chicks  hatched 
in  the  12  months  ending  with  July  1959.  (The  report  of 
February  hatchings,  and  of  March  1  eggs  in  incu- 
bators, will  be  released  while  this  Poultry  and  Egg 
Situation  is  in  press.) 

The  cuts  to  date  in  hatchery  activity  are  more  uni- 
formly distributed  by  regions  than  was  indicated  by 
the  early  February  report  of  farmers'  intentions  to 
purchase  chicks.  Table  1  shows  that  the  hatchings 
since  October  1959  have  been  below  last  year  in  each 
region.  The  same  table  lists  intentions  to  purchase 
chicks,  by  regions,  and  shows  that  the  Western  and 
South  Central  States  had  intended  slight  increases, 
which  probably  will  not  materialize,  in  view  of  the 
consistent  cuts  so  far,  and  the  scant  likelihood  that 
egg  prices  in  the  remaining  months  of  the  hatching 
season  will  strongly  encourage  hatchings. 

On  account  of  the  high  proportion  of  sexed  pullets 
among  chickens  raised  in  recent  years,  the  prospec- 
tive number  of  replacement  pullets  available  in  I960 


will  be  greater  than  would  have  been  available  from  a 
similar  number  of  chickens  raised  15  years  ago. 
Therefore,  if  the  statistical  series  were  longer,  a 
better  indicator  of  the  number  of  layers  to  be  avail- 
able would  be  found  from  the  number  of  egg-type 
chicks  hatched,  as  shown  in  table  2,  instead  of  by 
reference  to  numbers  of  chickens  raised.  (To  com- 
pare 1956-1960  hatchings  of  these  egg-type  chicks 
with  chickens  raised  (which  exclude  broilers),  allow- 
ance should  be  made  for  the  broiler-breeder  birds 
raised,  roughly  30  million  per  year  in  recent  years.) 
Table  4  traces  the  proportion  of  pullets  among 
chickens  raised,  for  the  years  since  chick  sexing 
became  important. 


Egg  Prices  Decline,  Reflecting 
Seasonal  Supply  Increase 

Prices  of  eggs  eased  off  from  September  1959  — 
when  the  mid-month  average  price  to  farmers  was 
32.8  cents  per  dozen,  —  until  about  the  beginning 
of  March.  Production  since  September  has  been 
rising  seasonally,  with  monthly  output  in  each  of  the 
past  5  months  greater  than  in  the  preceding  months  1/, 
so  the  price  and  supply  changes  since  September 
are  consistent. 

Egg  prices  to  earlv  .March  continued  below 
1959  prices  for  the  same  period,  but  averaged  above 
the  extreme  lows  of  April-June  1959.  At  28.9  cents 
per  dozen  'in  mid-February  1960,  the  U.  S.  average 
egg  price  received  by  farmers  was  sharply  below  the 
preceding  February  (35.8  cents),  but  only  slightly 
below  January  1960,  when  the  average  price  was  29.6 
cents. 

Prices  picked  up  sharply  in  early  March  when 
widespread  snowstorms  disrupted  transportation  and 
marketing.  In  the  third  week  of  the  month  some 
prices  had  risen  for  the  first  time  in  1960  to  levels 
above  1959.  The  duration  of  this  increase  is  uncer- 
tain, however,  depending  upon  market  reactions  when 
a  normal  flow  of  eggs  is  resumed. 

Most  wholesale  shell  egg  prices  outside  the  Pacific 
Coast  had  been  fairly  steady  to  March  as 
shown  in  table  5.  East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the 
demand  for  storage,  actual  and  prospective,  shell 
and  frozen,  has  been  an  important  price-sustaining 
factor.  In  addition,  Government  purchases  of  dried 
egg  to  early  March  were  equivalent  to  about  2  percent 


1/  FeLruary  adjusted  for  length  of  month. 
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of  concurrent  production  of  eggs  on  farmsa  Storage 
and  the  Government  program  are  discussed  in  greater 
detail  in  following  sections  of  this  report. 

Although  egg  production  since  September  has  been 
rising  seasonally,  table  6  shows  that  since  late  1959 
monthly  output  has  been  1  to  4  percent  lower  than  in 
the  corresponding  months  of  the  vear  before.  1/ 
Nevertheless,  pre-March  prices  were  below  the  year 
before.  This  is  attributable  to  the  apparent  continua- 
tion of  the  declining  demand  for  eggs,  which  has  been 
under  way  for  the  past  decade.  Also,  egg  prices, 
like  many  others,  are  partly  established  in  relation 
to  the  immediately  preceding  price  (i.e.,  yesterday's 
or  last  week's)  rather  than  to  prices  of  more  remote 
periods.  Within  the  past  year  to  early  March  there 
had  not  been  any  period  of  acute  shortage  of  eggs 
which  would  permit  development  of  a  seller's  mar- 
ket. Consequently,  monthly  average  prices  have 
simply  shown  small  changes  from  immediately  pre- 
ceding months.  In  contrast  prices  declined  abruptly 
in  the  spring  of  1959,  in  response  to  sudden  in- 
creases in  supplies  of  eggs  at  that  time.  Since  then, 
through  February,  there  was  not  such  a  supply  situa- 
tion as  to  lift  the  general  egg  price  structure  to  a 
noticeably  higher  level.  But  now  the  storm  conditions 
of  mid-March  could  be  such  a  factor. 

If  -  as  now  indicated  -  the  cut  in  chick  hatchings 
from  last  year  substantially  exceeds  the  9  percent 
suggested  by  farmers'  intentions  to  buy  chicks,  the 
reduction  in  egg  supply  by  late  summer  would  be 
sharp  enough  to  raise  egg  prices  well  above  the 
year  before.  In  the  interim,  however,  there  remain 
several  months  of  surplus  production,  during  which 
outlets  (other  than  direct  consumption)  must  be 
found  for  a  significant  proportion  of  the  current  egg 
supply. 


The  Balance  Between  Storage, 
Consumption,  and  Prices 

The  usual  outlet  for  seasonal  surpluses  of  eggs  in 
the  spring  is  commercial  storage  of  either  shell  or 
frozen  egg.  Storage  so  far  this  spring  has  been  much 
heavier  than  last  year,  and  in  terms  of  both  rate  of 
input  and  stocks  to  date,  is  at  least  6  weeks  ahead 
of  last  year,,  Extra  storage  is  to  be  expected  this 
year  on  account  of  the  likelihood  of  reduced  supplies 
later  in  the  season,  but  it  is  nip  and  tuck  whether 
enough  can  be  diverted  to  sustain  the  early  March 
egg  price  level  and,  at  the  same  time,  avoid  the 
accumulation  of  unwieldy  storage  stocks.  Because 
of  the  price-sustaining  effects  of  storage  demand 
during  the  period  of  surplus  production,  the  level 
of  accumulated  stocks  has  a  bearing  upon  late- spring 
egg  prices. 

Developments  so  far  in  this  year's  storage  opera- 
tions are  discussed  in  the  next  section  of  this 
report. 

The  long-term  trend  in  quantity  of  shell  eggs  stored 
has  been  downward,  (table  8)  because  the  smoothing 
out  of  the  seasonal  production  and  price  patterns  for 


eggs  has  limited  the  opportunities  for  profit  from  the 
storage  operation.  Peak- season  storage  holdings  of 
eggs  in  the  shell  in  1958  were  lowest,  and  those  in 
1959  second  lowest,  in  45  years  of  record. 

This  year  the  downward  trend  for  shell  egg  storage 
is  being  interrupted,  because  of  the  expectation  that 
next  fall  the  laying  flock  will  be  smaller  and  egg 
prices  considerably  higher  than  those  during  the  into- 
storage  season.  The  spread  in  Chicago  between  stor- 
able  eash  eggs  and  the  price  of  future  contracts  has 
been  favorable.  For  illustration,  if  future  contracts 
for  the  September  delivery  of  eggs  are  33  cents  per 
dozen,  and  eggs  suitable  for  storage  are  27  cents,  the 
packer  who  sells  a  contract  at  the  same  time  that  he 
stores  an  equivalent  quantity  of  eggs  had  a  hedging 
spread  of  6  cents  per  dozen  to  apply  toward  his  costs 
of  holding  the  eggs  in  storage  until  the  delivery  date. 
Since  this  is  considered  an  ample  allowance  for  the 
costs  of  the  operation,  additions  to  storage  will  be 
encouraged  so  long  as  the  spread  is  maintained. 

Future  contract  prices  will  be  responsive  to  the 
level  of  storage  stocks;  the  greater  the  stocks,  tne 
less  the  upward  pressure  on  the  price  of  storage  eggs. 
From  the  other  face  of  the  coin,  a  higher  egg  price 
during  the  into-storage  season  (which  is  also  the 
hatching  season)  not  only  cuts  into  the  cents-per- 
dozen  spread  between  cash  and  contract  prices,  but 
also  increases  the  likelihood  of  a  larger  hatch  and 
ultimately  greater  supplies  of  fresh  eggs  which 
will  compete  with  stored.  (For  future  cotract  prices 
see  table  9.) 

Similar  circumstances  influence  judgments  re- 
garding ±e  preparation  and  storage  of  frozen  egg,  but 
the  organized  futures  market  for  frozen  egg  is  a 
relatively  smaller  influence  upon  its  pricing.  Also, 
production  of  frozen  egg  for  storage  is  not  on  a  de- 
clining trend  (table  7).  Although  cost-disadvantages 
for  out-of-season  preparation  of  frozen  egg  have  been 
declining,  they  have  not  yet  fully  outstripped  the 
economies  of  producing  the  bulk  of  the  commodity 
in  the  spring.  In  terms  of  volume,  springtime  pro- 
duction of  liquid  egg  (for  freezing,  drying,  or  direct 
use)  exceeds  five-  to  ten-fold  the  quantity  stored  in 
the  shell  (See  PES-204).  Together,  these  two  storage- 
related  outlets  typically  account  for  11-16  percent 
of  springtime  production. 

Prospects  for  higher  raw  material  costs  after  mid- 
year also  are  inducing  greater  production  and  storage 
of  frozen  egg.  But  the  incentives  for  this  can  also  be 
expected  to  diminish  if  stocks  rise  above  last  year 
by  margins  much  wider  than  already  exist, 

Storage:  To  Exceed  1959,  and  the  Key 
to  Near-term  Egg  Prices 

In  early  Marc  h,  storage  holdings  of  both  shell  and 
frozen  eggs  were  substantially  larger  than  a  year 
earlier,  on  the  basis  of  reports  from  35  principal 
cities.  The  increases  over  last  year,  expanded  to  a 
U,  S.  basis,  are  on  the  order  of  1  1/3  million 
cases  -  the  equivalent  of  about  1  million  cases  more 


1/  February  adjusted  for  length  of  month. 
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in  frozen  form,  and  about  300,000  cases  more  in 
the  shell.  Since  peak-season  holdings  in  1959  totaled 
the  equivalent  of  almost  5  million  cases  of  eggs 
( shell  and  frozen  combined),  the  current  increases 
over  last  year  represent  about  a  quarter  of  last 
year's  peak  h  .dings. 

On  the  basis  of  the  early  March  levels  of  stocks, 
and  recent  weekly  rates  of  input  to  storage  (tables  7 
and  8),  it  could  be  generalized  that  to  date  the  1960 
storage  situation  is  about  6  weeks  ahead  of  1959. 
However,  in  view  of  the  prospective  cut-back  in 
egg  production  later  in  1960,  this  is  not  an  unduly 
bearish  factor.  The  1  1/3  million  cases  of  eggs 
(shell  equivalent)  represented  in  this  6-week  head- 
start  are  not  excessive,  if  storage  in  most  of  the 
remainder  of  the  season  is  about  at  year-ago  rates. 

Table  10  is  set  up  to  facilitate  judgments  about  the 
likely  rate  of  movement  to  storage  in  coming  months. 
The  direction  of  change  for  some  of  the  entries  for 
this  table  for  the  next  few  months  can  be  readily  esti- 
mated -  for  example,  production  will  be  below  1959, 
as  will  eggs  used  for  hatching,  while  breaking  and 
storage  will  be  greater.  But  relatively  small  changes 
from  those  estimates  would  have  considerable  effect 
upon  the  quantity  remaining  for  current  consumption. 
Therefore,  forecasting  from  an  extension  of  the  table 
is  hazardous  except  in  relation  to  very  specific 
assumptions.  Assuming  that  storage  will  continue 
ahead  of  last  year  the  next  month  or  so,  but  that  it 
will  not  be  large  enough  to  discourage  storage  later 
in  the  season,  egg  prices  through  about  mid-June  are 
likely  to  continue  within  the  range  of  1959  prices  to 
date.  After  that,  they  are  likely  to  rise  sharply. 

USDA  Buys  Dried  Egg  Solids 

The  resumption  of  USDA  buying  of  dried  egg  solids 
(dried  egg,  prepared  by  an  improved  process)  has 
diverted  about  2  percent  of  the  egg  production  since 
January  1  from  ordinary  commercial  channels.  The 
purchase  of  6.7  million  pounds  through  March  10  is 
equivalent  to  about  660  thousand  cases  (table  11); 
production  on  farms  has  meanwhile  been  at  the  rate 
of  14  and  15  million  cases  monthly. 

Paying  prices  for  the  product,  packed  in  no.  10 
cans,  has  ranged  from  $0.99  -$1.05  per  pound.  No 
termination  date  has  been  announced  for  the  program. 


Egg  Production  Near  Springtime 
Peak;  Year's  Output  Below  1959 

Egg  production  is  near  its  seasonal  peak  (table  6). 
Production  on  April  1  was  higher  than  on  the  first 
of  any  other  month  in  each  of  the  last  5  years  except 
1958,  when  production  on  May  1  was  higher  than  on 
April  1  by  less  than  1/2  of  1  percent.  On  March  1, 
1960,  egg  production  was  6  percent  below  last  year, 
and,  except  for  1958,  the  lowest  for  early  March 
since  1955.  Allowing  for  the  extra  day  in  February, 
production  that  month  also  was  4  percent  below  a 
year  earlier. 


The  reduced  production  is  the  result  of  both  a 
smaller  laying  flock  and  lower  rate  of  lay  com- 
pared with  last  year.  The  March  1  flock  of  305  mil- 
lion layers  was  3  percent  smaller  than  last  year, 
The  rate  of  lay,  at  58.3  eggs  per  100  birds,  was 
almost  3  percent  lower. 

The  percentage  reduction  from  last  year  in  num- 
bers of  layers  is  likely  to  increase  through  1960, 
because  of  the  smaller  number  of  replacements  now 
growing.  Culling  from  the  aged  flock  will  continue. 
On  January  1,  the  laying  flock  was  61  percent  pullets 
and  39  percent  hens,  contrasted  with  a  64:36  ratio  on 
January  1,  1959  (table  12). 

While  the  1960  egg  laying  flock  will  decline  pro- 
gressively from  a  year  earlier,  the  rate  of  lay  is 
likely  to  continue  close  to  the  year  before  during  the 
remaining  months  of  spring,  and  then  rise  above  last 
year  to  new  record  levels  during  the  summer  and  fall. 
Therefore,  total  egg  production  will  not  be  down  as 
much  after  early  June  as  the  decline  in  prospective 
flock  size  suggests.  Egg  production  for  the  year  as  a 
whole  may  be  as  much  as  4  or  5  percent  below  the 
record  173  million  cases  produced  on  farms  in  1959. 
To  March  1,  egg  production  was  1  percent  below 
1959,  despite  the  extra  day  in  February. 


Year-end  Revision  of  1959 
Egg  Production  Estimates 

The  regular  year-end  revision  of  1959  egg  produc- 
tion estimates  has  raised  the  total  production  on 
farms  to  62.4  billion  eggs,  an  increase  of  less  than 
1  percent  from  the  sum  of  the  originally-reported 
monthly  figures.  The  upward  revisions  were  greatest 
in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  and  in  particular 
States  such  as  Florida  and  Mississippi. 

Broiler  Prices  Would  Induce  Larger  Production; 
Credit,  Chicks,  are  Limitations 

Broiler  prices  from  the  beginning  of  1960  to  early 
March  were  steady  to  strong,  and  prices  in  early- 
March  were  generally  18  cents  per  pound  and  higher 
(table  14).  The  U.  S.  average  price  was  17.1  cents 
in  January,  and  17.7  cents  in  February,  with  prices 
up  slightly  in  the  three  weeks  since  mid-February. 
While  these  prices  are  not  markedly  different  from 
January  of  1959,  they  are  notably  higher  than  April- 
November  1959,  and  high  enough  to  induce  increases 
in  production  if  credit  and  chicks  were  readily 
available. 

Broiler  slaughter  after  early  March  i.s  likely  to 
turn  upward,  reflecting  the  increase  in  January 
chick  placements  -  about  33  million  chicks  weekly, 
compared  with  29  million  in  December  (excluding 
Christmas  week).  Placements  are  shown  in  table  15. 
Broiler  placements  were  lower  than  the  year  before 
in  the  last  8  months  of  1959,  though  the  number  placed 
has  increased  each  month  since  October  1959.  After 
rising  above  the  year  before  in  early  January,  the 
placements  remained  generally  about  6  percent  above 
last  year  for  7  weeks.  More  recently,  broiler  chick 
placements  have  run  about  even  with  last  year.  At 
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these  recent  levels,  placements  have  been  the  highest 
since  October  1959. 

Assuming  the  usual  seasonal  increase  in  demand, 
the  numbers  of  chicks  now  growing  will  not  seriously 
threaten  the  17-18  cent  price  level  of  early  March. 
Although  this  seasonal  increase  in  demand  apparently 
failed  to  materialize  in  1959,  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  there  has  been  a  permanent  shift  from 
the  long-time  pattern. 

If  prices  are  sustained  in  coming  months,  broiler 
producers  will  want  to  increase  their  output;  but  a 
cautious  credit  policy  from  feed  manufacturers  and 
from  banks  is  a  distinct  limitation  upon  the  number 
of  birds  being  grown.  Also,  the  supply  of  hatching 
eggs  probably  will  not  be  large  enough  to  support 
much  of  an  increase  over  1959  hatchings,  becuase 
of  the  24  percent  cut  in  the  last  9  months  in  the  num- 
ber of  pullet  breeders  started.  The  limitations  on 
hatching  egg  supply  is  likely  to  persist  -  perhaps 
even  to  tighten  -  through  the  summer. 

A  summary  of  1959  broiler  production  for  22  lead- 
ing States  (whi$h  produce  about  90  percent  of  the  U.  S, 
output)  shows  that  4  percent  more  birds  were  pro- 
duced in  1959  than  in  1958.  Combined  with  a  slight 
increase  in  average  weights  -  to  3.3  pounds  per 
bird  -  this  resulted  in  a  6  percent  increase  in  the 
number  of  pounds  produced.  For  the  22  States,  the 
annual  average  price  was  15.9  cents  per  pound,  con- 
trasted with  18.3  cents  the  year  before  for  the  same 
States,  and  18.5  cents  as  the  1958  U.  S.  average. 


USDA  Program  Buys 

Stilbestrol-treated  Birds 

On  December  10,  1959,  the  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  announced  an  adverse  finding 
by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  regarding 
chemical  residues  in  the  skin,  liver,  and  kidneys 
of  chickens  chemically  caponized  by  the  drug  di- 
ethylstilbestrol, which  is  generally  administered  by 
implants.  At  the  time  of  the  announcement,  manu- 
facturers of  the  drug  had  agreed  to  withdraw  it  from 
sale  for  use  in  poultry,  and  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture also  announced  that  it  would  conduct  a  pro- 
gram to  buy  treated  poultry  in  production  and  mar- 
keting channels,  thereby  diverting  such  poultry 
from  the  ordinary  course  of  trade. 

The  USDA  program  for  buying  treated  birds  is  by 
an  offer  and  acceptance  procedure  for  frozen  evis- 
cerated poultry  in  public  cold  storage  warehouses. 
Firms  and  individuals  interested  in  taking  advantage 
of  the  program  submitted  specific  information  about 
their  offerings;  postmarked  if  a  letter,  or  posted  if 
a  telegram,  on  or  before  January  31,  1960.  After 
receiving  this  information  the  Department  mails  con- 
tract forms  to  interested  parties;  these  become  valid 
contracts  when  signed  and  returned. 

In  a  series  of  press  releases  beginning  on  Jan- 
uary 20  and  running  through  February  26,  the  USDA 
has  announced  offers  to  buy  a  total  of  about  11  mil- 
lion pounds   of  ready-to-cook  stilbestrol-treated 


poultry.  Further  offers  to  purchase  await  the  re- 
ceipt of  additional  documentary  evidence  from  firms 
who  complied  with  the  January  31  closing  date  of  the 
tenders  for  the  purchasing  program,. 

Prices  in  the  USDA  offers  have  ranged  up  to  45 
cents  per  pound,  averaging  about  43  1/2  cents.  The 
price  range  reflects  such  factors  as  variation  in 
prices  of  live  poultry,  processing  costs,  weights, 
quality,  services  performed  and  storage  costs, 


Larger  Turkey  Crop 
In  Prospect 

Turkey  eggs  in  incubators  February  1  were  up 
44  percent  from  last  year  for  the  heavy  breeds,  and 
up  24  percent  for  all  turkeys.  (The  45  percent  decline 
for  Beltsvilles  was  only  a  partial  offset  to  the  in- 
crease among  heavy  breeds.)  Hatchings  during  the 
month  of  February,  which  will  be  reported  while  this 
Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  is  in  press,  are  likely  to 
show  corresponding  changes. 

Early  March  hatchings  of  large  white  and  of  bronze 
turkeys  are  likely  also  to  have  followed  this  up- 
ward trend,  although  to  a  lesif^er  degree; 
February  egg  settings  in  the  10  States  which  provide 
weekly  estimates  showed  continued  heavy-breed 
increases  -  up  30  percent  for  heavy  whites,  and 
15  percent  for  Bronze.  Beltsville  settings  were  mean- 
while down  48  percent,  bringing  the  all-turkey  egg 
figure  to  107  percent  for  the  year  before.  For  the 
heavy  breeds,  rates  of  increase  are  likely  to  be 
reduced  during  the  principal  hatching  months  of 
April-June,  because  both  breeder  turkeys  and  test- 
ings have  been  below  last  year,  by  3  and  6  percent, 
respectively.  These  declines  can  be  partially  offset 
by  stretching  the  egg-laying  season,  permitting  a 
higher  limit  on  the  1960  turkey  crop  than  the  82  mil- 
lion raised  in  1959,  but  nevertheless  restricting  the 
total  size  of  crop  (table  18). 

These  net  increases  among  heavy  turkeys  would 
be  in  accord  with  farmers'  intentions,  reported  in 
January,  to  raise  6  percent  more  turkeys  than  in 
1959  —  21  percent  more  heavy  Whites,  8  percent 
more  Bronze,  and  18  percent  fewer  Beltsvilles. 
Beltsvilles  are  being  displaced  by  large  white 
turkeys.  In  some  of  the  4  years  since  separate  data 
have  been  available,  increases  in  the  number  of  large 
white  turkeys  raised  have  tended  to  more  or  less 
match  the  decreases  that  meanwhile  occurred  among 
Beltsvilles.  In  1959,  the  crop  was  23  percent  large 
Whites,  58  percent  Bronze,  and  19  percent  Beltsvilles. 

Turkey  prices  in  the  last  month  or  so  have 
weakened  slightly  from  the  favorable  levels  of' 
December-January,  but  the  short-term  outlook  is  for 
fairly  steady  prices.  Marketings  for  the  next  few 
months  will  be  seasonally  small,  while  recent 
storage  holdings  have  been  lowest  for  the  season  since 
1956  (table  20).  Storage  holdings  include  relatively 
few  toms  (table  22),  the  most  important  class  used 
by  mass-feeders  such  as  restaurants  and  institutions. 
The  mid-February  price  to  farmers  averaged  25.7 
cents  per  pound  (live),  almost  a  cent  above  last 
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February  but  a  drop  of  2.5  cents  per  pound  from 
January  1960  (table  23). 


After  mid-summer,  turkey  prices  will  react  to  the 
new-crop  supplies.  Any  substantial  increase  in  the 
turkey  crop  would  likely  lead  to  prices  near  the 


levels  of  1959  early  fall,  -  22-23  cents  per  pound  as 
the  U.  S.  average, 

USDA  purchases  of  22  million  pounds  of  frozen 
eviscerated  turkey  in  1959  for  the  National  School 
Lunch  Program  were  equivalent  to  about  2  percent 
of  the  year's  crop. 


The  report  issued  by  AMS  on  the  quantities  of  poultry  meat 
used  for  canning  and  in  the  preparation  of  processed  foods 
has  been  considerably  expanded  to  report  additional  data 
available  as  a  consequence  of  the  Federal  Poultry  Inspection 
Program.  The  mailing  list  for  the  enlarged  report  is  main- 
tained in  the  Distribution  Unit,  Agricultural  Estimates  Divi- 
sion, Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 
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Table    1. --Chickens  raised,  by  regions  and  United  States,  1950  to  date,  and  farmers'  i960 

intentions  to  buy  replacement  chicks 


^fc^z  Q  >.     0  n  1^ 
Iccir  djld 

item 

Unit  • 

Region 

North  : 
Atlantic: 

Nn  r  t  h 
Central \ 

North 

Central  \ 

South  : 
Atlantic; 

South  : 
Central  ; 

 — 

West 

United 
States 



Chickens  raised 

.  — 

619.8 

1950 

Mil. 

90.6 

119-7 

169.2 

63-8 

116 .  ( 

59-7 

1951 

do. 

93-8 

118.6 

170.8 

65.4 

111.6 

62.7 

622.9 

1952 

do. 

68.5 

107.1 

li+7.8 

63.2 

96.8 

57-6 

56I.O 

1953 

do. 

90.4 

106.6 

152.2 

57-5 

86.3 

1-  t  r- 

5^-5 

5^7-5 

195^ 

do . 

83.6 

107.2 

150.4 

57-8 

84.3 

56.7 

539-9 

1955 

do. 

77-8 

b8. 3 

125-6 

50.6 

67.2 

52.3 

461 . 9 

1956 

do. 

74.0 

92.4 

13^.3 

53-8 

73-0 

51-1 

478.6 

1957 

do. 

62.4 

71.0 

106.4 

51-2 

59-1 

46.6 

396.b 

1958 

do. 

05.5 

77-0 

117-5 

57-0 

65.0 

49.8 

435.8 

1959 

58.5 

64.1 

103.7 

58.4 

64.7 

51.2 

400.7 

Intentions  to  buy 

chicks  as  a 

percentage  of 

preceding  year 

I960 

Pet. 

84 

87 

84 

93 

102 

101 

91 

Replacement  chicks 

hatched  Oct.  1959 

to  date,  as  of 

percentage  of 

year  before  l/ 

Pet. 

67 

73 

52 

61 

60 

85 

68 

1/  February  i960  hatch  assumed  to  show  percentage  changes  from  last  year  equivalent  to  change 
shown  in  February  1  eggs  in  incubators. 


Table  2. — Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement-type  chicks,  available  data,  and  replacement-type  eggs 
in  incubators,  February  1,  i960,  and  chickens  raised,  United  States,  1955  to  date 


Item 

1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

!  1958  1/  \ 

1959  g/  : 

i960 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Hatchings 

35- h 

January 

32.9 

39-3 

30-5 

34.0 

23.7 

February 

71.2 

84.0 

56.3 

61.6 

59-9 

3/(60) 

March 

148.8 

149-5 

109.4 

112.9 

120.2 

April 

163.9 

159  A 

129.4 

135-4 

132.9 

May 

107.9 

108.8 

90.8 

109.7 

87.9 

June 

:  32.7 

3^-7 

27.9 

40.4 

26.6 

July 

14.9 

15.4 

11.9 

18.2 

14.4 

August 

12.6 

14.3 

10.2 

14.8 

13.O 

September 

14.1 

14.8 

12.3 

16.6 

13.8 

October 

16.6 

17-1 

13.0 

16.9 

14.4 

November 

15.5 

14.7 

12.2 

16.2 

13.5 

December 

17.5 

15.9 

15.7 

19.6 

13-7 

Total,  calendar  year 

:  648.6 

667.9 

519.5 

596.3 

5^5.7 

Total,  12  months 
ending  July  of 
given  year 

Chickens  raised, 
calendar  year 

685.3 

533.0 

575-6 

561.4 

461.9 

478.6 

396.6 

431.8 

400.7 

1/  Revised.  2/  Preliminary.  3/  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  year. 
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Table  3« — Egg- feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised  and  subsequent  number  of  pullets  on 

farms,  1925  to  date 


Year 

Egg-feed 

price 

ratio 
weighted 
average 

1/ 

Chickens 
raised 
§/ 

Sexed 
pullets 
bought 
as  a 
percent 
of 
total 
chickens 
purchased 

Pullets  on  farms  3/ 

Percentage  of  preceding  year 

As  reported 

As  a 
aee 
ens 

percent- 
of  chick- 
raised 

Egg-feed 
price 
ratio 
weighted 
average 

1/ 

Farmers ' 
inten- 
tions 

to  pur- 
chase 
chicks 

Chick- 
ens 
raised 

Pullets 
on 
farms 
Jan.  1 
follow- 
ing 

Oct.  1 

:  Jan.  1 
:  follow- 
•  ing 

Oct. 

: Jan.  1 
1 : f ollow- 
:  ing 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926 

13-5 

718 

105 

106 

1927 

13.^ 

750 

99 

101+ 

1928 

12.2 

700 

91 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

3U 

107 

107 

1930 

13.8 

777 

2hh 

31 

105 

103 

96 

1931 

10.6 

709 

2k0 

230 

3^ 

32 

77 

91 

91+ 

1932 

11.6 

736 

25*+ 

237 

31+ 

32 

109 

10U 

103 

1933 

1U.3 

750 

25k 

238 

31+ 

32 

123 

102 

100 

193^  : 

10.9 

6kk 

229 

212 

36 

33 

76 

86 

89 

1935 

ll.U 

658 

2h2 

226 

37 

3U 

105 

102 

107 

1936 

13.1 

715 

271 

2l+9 

38 

35 

115 

109 

110 

1937 

9.h 

601 

21+8 

215 

1+1 

36 

72 

81+ 

86 

1938 

11.  k 

651 

276 

21+2 

1+2 

37 

121 

108 

108 

113 

1939 

12.6 

697 

287 

25l+ 

1+1 

36 

111 

108 

107 

105 

19I+O 

10.1+ 

631+ 

292 

2h0 

1+6 

38 

83 

96 

91 

9h 

19I+I 

11.5 

7^5 

328 

278 

1+1+ 

37 

111 

109 

118 

116 

191+2 

13.2 

81+1+ 

21 

1+3 

38 

115 

112 

113 

115 

19^3 

ii+.7 

1,001 

17 

393 

350 

39 

35 

111 

116 

119 

110 

191+1+ 

11.2 

832 

20 

3I+7 

301 

1+2 

36 

76 

83 

83 

86 

191+5 

12.8 

890 

18 

371 

322 

1+2 

36 

111+ 

96 

107 

107 

191+6 

11.9 

738 

22 

325 

281 

1+1+ 

38 

93 

86 

83 

87 

19^7 

11.3 

719 

26 

278 

^5 

39 

95 

91+ 

97 

99 

19h8 

9.8 

615 

30 

^01 

258 

1+9 

1+2 

87 

80 

86 

93 

19I+9 

12.7 

705 

31 

32U 

287 

1+6 

1+1 

130 

107 

115 

111 

1950 

9.6 

620 

32 

283 

258 

1+6 

1+2 

76 

88 

77 

90 

1951 

11.  U 

623 

33 

288 

261 

1+6 

1+2 

119 

96 

101 

101 

1952 

9.1 

561 

37 

259 

238 

1+6 

1+2 

80 

90 

90 

91 

1953 

11.3 

5I+8 

U2 

266 

255 

1+8 

1+6 

121+ 

96 

98 

107 

1951*  : 

10.9 

5I+0 

^9 

273 

257 

51 

1+8 

96 

100 

99 

101 

1955 

9.7 

1*62 

50 

2U2 

239 

52 

52 

89 

82 

86 

93 

1956 

12.1 

479 

53 

259 

250 

52 

125 

103 

101+ 

105 

1957 

9.3 

397 

60 

226 

225 

57 

57 

77 

91 

83 

90 

1958 

H.9 

1+32 

65 

252 

2hh 

58 

56 

128 

106 

109 

108 

1959  y 

10.0(10.8)1*01 

68 

228 

221+ 

57 

56 

81+ 

99 

93 

92 

i960  bj 

(9.0) 

5/66 

(83)  91 

1/  Weights  are  as  follows:    Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January,  3;  February,  1+; 
March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1. 

2/  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers,  but  including  broiler  breeder  stock. 
3/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 
6/  Revised. 

5/  Intentions  to  purchase. 

5/  For  i960,  November,  December,  Jan.  and  Feb. ; comparable  1959  in  parentheses. 
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Table  7. --Storage  stocks  of  frozen  egg:    First-of -month,  United  States,  1950  to  date; 

weekly,  35  cities,  April  1959    to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb .  \ 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

.  June 

!  July 

Aug.  J 

Sept. 

!  Oct. 

'.  Nov. 

Dec . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  United  States 

1950 

54 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

104 

76 

1951 

47 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952 

67 

53 

61 

8k 

111 

146 

166 

163 

144 

124 

95 

72 

1953 

50 

35 

42 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

110 

87 

61  . 

1*2 

38 

k2 

j-ju 

167 

186 

181 

161 

Joy 

"lift 

y? 

1955 

75 

66 

63 

8k 

126 

171 

19k 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956 

74 

k2 

61 

QS 

140 

172 

177 

168 

1  5P 

1957 

87 

75 

66 

78 

108 

l4o 

167 

177 

165 

147 

124 

99 

1958  : 

75 

64 

60 

53 

68 

101 

134 

l4o 

134 

117 

94 

73 
96 

1959  : 

57 

47 

45 

55 

85 

119 

149 

152 

149 

135 

119 

i960  : 

79 

75 

(b)  Weekly,  35 

cities 

Weeks  : 

i960 

1959 

First  : 

46 

43 

43 

28 

42 

64 

87 

89 

85 

77 

68 

55 

Second  : 

44 

43 

31 

47 

69 

88 

90 

84 

58 

66 

53 

Third  : 

44 

43 

34 

53 

74 

89 

88 

82 

73 

63 

50 

Fourth  : 

43 

43 

38 

59 

79 

89 

88 

80 

71 

60 

48 

Fifth  : 

43 

84 

86 

58 

Table  8 

. — Storage 

stocks 

of  shell 

eggs: 

First- 

of -month 

,  United 

States, 

1950  to  date; 

weekly, 

35  cities,  April  1959  to  date 

Year 

\  Jan. 

;    Feb.  ; 

Mar.  \ 

Apr.  \ 

May 

June 

!  July 

\  Aug. 

Sept. 

I  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec . 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

(a)  Monthly, 

United 

States 

1950 

:  110 

380 

735 

1,296 

2,147 

3,412 

3,667 

3,163 

2,568 

1,558 

502 

61 

1951 

:  34 

75 

159 

309 

973 

2,083 

2,427 

2,270 

1,615 

958 

527 

230 

1952 

:  141 

238 

9U2 

1,596 

2,184 

3,184 

3,357 

2,728 

2,169 

1,709 

1,000 

393 

1953 

:  153 

120 

243 

375 

816 

1,431 

1,513 

1,199 

827 

494 

288 

137 

1954 

:  89 

73 

133 

442 

728 

1,343 

1,639 

1,435 

1,031 

833 

636 

325 

1955 

:  193 

235 

258 

U79 

1,183 

2,088 

2,292 

2,244 

1,680 

1,140 

304 

333 

1956 

:  111 

299 

306 

309 

638 

1,200 

1,453 

1,259 

1,020 

727 

616 

525 

1957 

:  320 

328 

519 

932 

1,208 

1,719 

1,812 

1,507 

1,174 

895 

552 

302 

1958 

209 

171 

105 

79 

322 

705 

852 

712 

494 

290 

207 

l4o 

1959 

:  53 

57 

52 

107 

532 

1,004 

1,054 

888 

739 

554 

469 

297 

I960  : 

188 

304 

(b)  Weekly,  35  cities 

Weeks  : 

i960 

1959 

First  : 

166 

217 

296 

75 

416 

867 

883 

790 

675 

517 

426 

252 

Second 

187 

209 

141 

567 

913 

872 

765 

645 

413 

395 

222 

Third 

195 

190 

223 

634 

942 

853 

737 

595 

458 

367 

193 

Fourth 

214 

2kl 

318 

751 

916 

824 

711 

549 

449 

316 

179 

Fifth 

276 

820 

704 

284 
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[Dable    9. — Egg  future  contracts:    Monthly  range  of  daily  closing  prices  on  the  Chicago 
Mercantile  Exchange,  1957-59  contracts;  and  i960  contracts  to  date. 


Ron  ere*  n  "P  c\  ?}  i  1  v 

t  I'JO  illg     ]J1  J.  D 

[ t)pt*  dozen) 
duri  ner  the 
month  of: 

!              Contracts  by  month  in  vhich  contract 

is  deliverable  if 

:      September  : 

October 

December  : 

January 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Owl-  OO 

Cents 

Cents 

1956 

October 

38.6O-39.50" 

I30. 55-34. 45J 

31.30-35  25 

32.15 

-35 • 30 

32.15 

-34.60 

November 

38.2O-39.5O 

r38.2O-39.9O" 

28.65-31.15 

28.90 

-32.10 

29.60 

-32.25 

December 

38.50-39.90 

y      y       y  y  y 

38.65-40.00 

28.50 

-32.95 

29.25 

-32.30 

1957 

y  y  1 

January 

38.00-39.65 

38.OO-39.80 

28.75 

1  y 

-30.15 

y  y 

February 

37-55-39-85 

37.05-40.05 

y  1        x      ■  x 

March 

35-75-37-75 

36.00-37.50 

Ju  •  v  v    y  i    y  ^ 

April 

35 .50-36.45 

y  y    y       y w     *  y 

35 .95-36.80 

36  55A-37.60 

Mav 

32.55-35.90 

33.25-36.35 

33  80-37  00 

J  J  .  WW— J  |  « w 

34.60 

-37.50A 

y  \    y    *  * 

June 

30.90-33.75 

31.70-34.60 

32.60-35 .40 

33.50 

-36.10 

33.45 

-35-95 

y  y    y  y 

Julv 

31.25-35 .20 

y         y  -yy 

32.05-36.20 

33.05-37.20 

33-95 

-38.05 

33-15 

-37-30 

August 

33.10-34.55 

34.20-35 .75 

35  25-36  Q0 

35  -95 

-37-85 

35  -50 

y  y  y 

-36.80 

September 

.32.30-34.25. 

33.05-35 .90 
yy  *     /     -yy  *  v 

3k  30-37  15 

35-35 

-38.10 

34.80 

-37.00 

October 

39. 25  -41. 10 1 

34.05-35 .20 

j  •  w  ^  y    y  y    —  * 

35  25-36  40 

36.40 

-37.40 

35-90 

-37-15 

November 

41.00-43.15 

P42. 50-43. 351 

36. 15 -40. 95 

37.IO 

-41.20 

37.30 

-40.95 

December  : 

41.30-42.85 

4l. 40-42. 90 

36.30 

y  y 

-39  •  25 

1958 

January 

39.30-41.35 

39.45-41.45 

29.85 

-35 .40 

February 

39.95_4i.60 

40.25-4l.70 

March  ; 

40.90-42.30 

41.10-42. 05 

40  15-41.20 

April  : 

40.60-42-90 

40.50-42.75 

40  00-41. Q5 

39.60 

-41.25 

Mav 

37.90-40.95 

•j  \    y               y  y 

37.80-40.90 

37.45 -40.75 

36.55 

-40 . 25 

June  : 

37.55-39.35 

•y  \    y  y    y  y    ~j  y 

37.35-39.20 

36. 95 -38. 00 

36.35 

-37.IO 

•y  1 

34.65 

-36 . 00 

Julv  : 

35 .45 _4o. 00 

35 .45-40.05 

y  y     v y     r^s  ■ 

34.30-38.30 

34.00 

-37.60 

33-75 

-35.95 

August  : 

31.30-37.25 

y      y      y  \  y 

31.70-36.75 

31  55-34  85 

31-35 

y      y  y 

-34.75 

y  '      \  y 

30 . 70- 

y  c 

34 . 35 

y  '  yy 

September  : 

38.40-41.30. 

36.15-^9.45 

S5-36  55 

32.05- 

-34.40 

31.00- 

-33 • 35 

October  : 

:35 .40-37.051 

.35 -65-41.80, 

33  55-36  20 

32.05 

-33-30 

31.05- 

-33-05 

November  ; 

35 .75-36.75 

'36. IO-37. 00' 

35  20-40  80 

33-15- 

y  y  y 

-36.35 

32.05 

-34.50 

December 

33.50-36.20 

35.50-36.75 

32.35- 

y  — '  y 

-35-60 

y  y  ^ 

31.15 

y  y 

-33-30 

y  y  y 

1959  : 

January  : 

35.65-36.45 

36.OO-36.70 

33-35- 

y  y   y  y 

-38.00 

February  : 

35.55-36.50 

y  y    y^    ✓ v 

35.75-36.70 

March 

31.75-35 .60 

32.IO-35.85 

32  50-36  00 

April 

31.20-32.55 

31.75-32.85 

■5p  1S-33  55 

32.80- 

34.10 

May  : 

28.70-30.75 

29.65-32.15 

30  f^c;-33  00 

33-05- 

-33.15 

June  ; 

29.30-32.10 

30.25-33.IO 

31  15-33  75 

32.15- 

34.25 

Julv  : 

28.55-31.10 

29.55-32.IO 

29  55-32.95 

30.75- 

-33.55 

August  : 

25.30-27.95 

25.95-28.85 

Ol  OD-OQ  fto 

27-55- 

-30.75 

September  : 

25.25-28.20. 

26.OO-28.95 

26.95-29.90 

28.30- 

-30.50 

October  * 

[34.15-35.251 

25. 10-26. 85^ 

26.20-28.05 

27.45- 

-29.05 

28.00- 

-28 . 30 

November  : 

34.20-34.90 

24.55-26.35 

25.20- 

-27.70 

25-95- 

-28.30 

December  : 

33.90-36.00 

'35- 10- 36. 20' 

23-40- 

-25.85 

25-25- 

-27.00 

I960  : 

January 

33-10-35.45 

33.30-35.60 

21.85- 

-25.45 

February  : 

32.50-33.95 

32.75-34.25 

33.15-34.75 

March    2/  : 

34-4o 

34.85  1 

34.25 

1/  Brackets ;  or  gaps  in  series  of  numbers,  denote  change  in  year  of  contract. 
2/  Closing  price  as  of  March  10,  i960.     A  -  asked. 
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--Dried  and  frozen  egg:     U.S.D.A.  purchases,  1958  to  date 


Month 

and 
year 

Purchases 

Top 
monthly 

price 
per  lb . 

1/ 

Cost  of  purchases 

By  weight 

Case  equivalent 

For  the 

month 

*  Cumula- 
\  tive 

For  the 
month 

\  Cumula-  ' 
tive  ] 

Number  : 

Cumula- 
tive 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

lb. 

lb. 

cs . 

cs  . 

Dol. 

dol. 

dol. 

(a)  Purchases  of 

dried  egg 

sol?'ds  for  school 

lunches 

and 

1958 

other  eligible  outlets 

Oct. 

1,485 

1,485 

146 

146 

1.23 

1,821 

1,821 

Nov. 

2,677 

4,162 

264 

410 

1.22 

3,266 

5,087 

Dec  . 

1959 

Jan . 

1,350 

5,512 

133 

543 

r.24 

1,658 

6,745 

Feb. 

2,115 

7,627 

209 

752 

1.23 

2,586 

9,331 

Mar . 

2,003 

9,630 

198 

950 

1.21 

C,  y  dS-J-L 

Apr.  2/ 

3,058 

12,688 

302 

1,252 

1.05 

3,179 

14,791 

Ma  v 

2, 715 

15,403 

268 

1,520 

1.12 

3,012 

17,802 

June 

1,881+ 

17,287 

186 

1,706 

1.15 

2,135 

19,937 

July 

3,543 

20,830 

350 

2,056 

1.15 

4,073 

24,010 

Aug. 

2, 287 

23,H7 

221 

2,277 

1-15 

2,523 

26,533 

Sept.  3/ 

448 

23,565 

44 

2,321 

0.99 

437 

26,970 

(b)  Purchases 

of  frozen  mixed  whole  egg  for  later  drying  4/ 

1959 

June 

1,380 

1,380 

35 

35 

0.24 

333 

333 

July 

2,  730 

4,110 

69 

104 

.24 

668 

1,001 

(c)  Purchases  of  dried  egg  solids  for  school  lunches 

I960 

and  other 

eligible 

outlets 

5/ 

Jan . 

2,759 

2,759 

272 

272 

1.03 

2,800 

2,800 

Feb. 

2,674 

5,432 

264 

536 

1.03 

2,719 

5,519 

1/  Rounded  to  the  nearest  cent. 

2/  Surplus  Removal  Program  began  with  week  ending  April  23rd. 

3/  Program  ended  September  3,  1959  and  began  again  January  14,  i960. 

4/  Program  began  June  18  and  ended  as  of  July  16th. 

5/  Some  purchases  in  2§-  cans  and  others  in  10  lb.  cans. 


PES- 206 


-  18  - 


MARCH  I960 


-d  oj 

CD  > 

-P  -H 

co  to  -p 

CU  CJ 


H  -H 


c>  to 

ft  01 
(0  -P 


o 

O   60  0>  Cd 

01  s-i 
H  -P 
a)  ni  U 
POO 

O  tM 


H  I 

•  o 

C  rH 

td  rH 

•-5  O 


-P 
O 

o 


■P  rH 
• 

c 
-p  a) 

O  r-J 

c 

(0  bQ 

■P  c 


rH 


-P 

G  <H 

Qi  O 
CJ 

M  0) 

01  bO 

ft  a) 


rH  rH 

o> 
•  JG 

p  -p 

CJ  o 
o  = 


to 

bO  G 
G  01 

G  r* 

O  CJ 
>>  *H 

X! 
CJ 


rH 
01 
& 


10" 

bO  a 


cd  g 

^| 
•>  o 

r 


-P  <H  rH 

G  O 
01  0> 

CJ  CD  -P 

rH      bO  O 

cd  O 


M  -P 

c  o 

•h  G 
>> 

cd 

rH  G 

a) 


•P  -H 
01  >i 
>>  cd 


U 
01 


•P 

o 


rH 

a  cd 
-p 


0 


I  to 

•P  <m  G  t3 

G  O   01  0) 

0)  ^  to 

tO    CJ  0)    O  -rH 

3    U  V  ••• 

01  cd  si  u 

ft  O 


cd 
-p 
o 

Eh 


-P  -P  c 

O     01  -H 

55  >>  >> 

cd 


to 

a 


g  o 

Cd  rH 
►M  rH 

o 

Cm 


Cm  rH 

O 

01  -P 
bO  CI 

cd  O 


u 

01 


c 


G 

cd  01 


-p  <M 

-  o 


01  G 
bp  3 


to 
-P 
01 
H 

ft 


m 
01 


01 


LTV  rH  LTN  rH  OJ  ON  POV£)  OJ 

CO  ON  CO  ltnnO       ltn  p-  On 


p-NO  CO  rH  t^4  LCN  NO  LCN 

ltn  p-NO  H  H  ia  O  rOMD 
LrNLCNLrNLCNLrNLrNirNLCNLfN 


NO  4  OJ  ONCO  00  ON  P-NO 


4-  IT\W  O  O  ChCMCO  H 
-d--H/-4-^t-^l-  mj-  ltn 


OJ  co  o  OJ  4  On  ltn  OJ  H 
OJOOCOOOHOOOH 

f-i  H   r-i   r-\  r-l  r-i  HH 


t— no  p-  lcn  p—  t--  o  o  o 
t^P-t^p-P-t^p-t^P- 


co4  01 


ltn  OJ  vp  OJ  NO  O  - 

CO  CT\  ON  p-CO  rH  p-  ON  Q 
HHHHHOJHHOJ 


4   LTN4  NO  p-CO  rH   OJ  rH 


O  4  4  ON  OJ  H  CO  NO  P- 
4  1A1A  W4  t- -4  p-00 

-  oj  oj  oj  cd 


OJ  OJ  OJ  OJ  OJ 


NO  p—  p-  ON4  O  ON  LTNNO 
ltnnO  NO  -4  LTN  H  UN  p-CO 

r-ir-{r-ir-ir-ir^r-ir-ir-{ 


4  CO  t^CACD  H  O\0  rl 
CO  CO  CO  P-cO  O  CO  o  O 

rH  rH  rH 


OHO  p-  O  ON  H  ltn  co 
CO  CO  CO  P-CO  [~-cO  CO  CO 


NO  -4-  P-  ON  NO  O  CO  -4"  ON 
LTN  LTN  -4  00  CO  ro  00  ro  m 

rHHrHrHrHHHHrH 


OOJCOnOHcoOncoON 
CO  CO  t —  t— CO  P-ND  P-NO 


LTN  ON4  O 
ON  CO  CO  CO 


H  -4-  H  00  C— 
C—  VO  C—  t/NVO 
H  H  H  rl  r| 


H  CO  CO  romrOrHCO  ON-4 
CO  OJCO  OJ  t—  i^rOH  CAW 
ro_4  -4-  u^-4  -4-4-4  on_4 


ONt—  HC\IVOCM404cn 
4  OMD  t-r-CM  H  HvocO 

U^MDMD  t~-VO  P-NOVO  LTNLTN 


ONO  l/N-4  f-ONC-lrH^J;  CO 
-4  lT\LT\-4-4-  m44  J-4 


CO  f—  rot"-p-cnc^Lr\rH  OJ 
-4  u\MDM3-4  UNcoromrO 


co  mind  O  r-  p-\£>  O  ltn 
ONh  H  uno  rococo  P-P- 

r-i  r4  r-\  r-{ 


\D  t~  O  OJo-irOLfNiTNcrNcO 


OJrH  LTvOJ-4  ON-4  cOc-ia 
On  OJ  LOCO  LTNVO  -4  -4-  OJ  ITS 
"J  OJ  " 


ON  p-  ro  rH  ON  O  CJ\  rO-4-  ON 
CTNONp-p-MDVO^O  1AU4 
rocoinmoororomrorci 


ON  O  ON  O  ON^-  0\CO  -4-  CO 
-4--4-COCOMJ-4  roH^H 
ltn  LTN -4"  -4  -4  -4  -4"  -4  ^J"  -4 


ON  rH  ON  rH  O  LTN  t —  rH  r— I 

m^t  ro_4\D  t^O  H  HH 

<-i  ^  H  r-i 


ON  O  rn-4  LTN  p—  OJ  H  NO  H 
OJ0OOJ0J  OJOJcv-irooorO 


NO^-fONCO  OJNOOCOHP- 
1;  r. —  ltn  lcn  -4  romojo-ioj 


H  O  CO  p-  LTN  t^^l-  LP>  CO-4 

cocococococococococo 


HOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJ  OJOJOJOJOJOJOJH 


ONH  i/nh  rod  p-roco  oo 
WrOH  nciH  H  O\00\ 
"  ■  OJ  0J  H  OJ  H 


VO-4/'v~lCJNOIOJ_4-irNaNVQ  NONOVOONOOJ-4P-COP- 

-4-4^)-rOJ-J--4--4^i-^         -4  -3"  -4^  -4  LTN  LTN  LTN  LfN  LTN  LTN 


OJ  CO  mcop-H  crNVjp  1 — I  -4 
ON  OJ  NO  ON-4  p-  OJ  OJ  O  OJ 
Wrncnoornc'irnrnroro 


O  LTN  p-  On  0J  ro  On  lt»nO  ltn 
CO  O  OJnjO  H^J"  ONONt^cO 
H0JOJ0JOJOJHHHH 


OJ  m  P--4  -4  00  NO  H  LTN  O 
HOJrOOJroOJOJn-iOJ-4 

r-it-\r-ir-{r-{r-\Hr-tr-\r-{ 


ON  O  rONO  IAH4  H  P04 

CO  ONONp-P-p-p-p-p-C^ 


HOO^tOJHOOHP- 
-4  LfN  t —  —  D —  C/N  LfN  -4"  -4  ro 

r-ir-{r-i^-ir-ir-{r-ir-{r^r-i 


OJ  ON  NO  H  LTN  H  CO  O  ON  H 
NO  NO  NO  P-NO  P-NO  P-NO  P- 


CO  NO  coco  ON-4  OJCp  CO-4 

LTN  NO  CO  OJ  OJH  QONONCO 
HHHOJOJOJOJHHH 


rOoOONNO  CO  OJ  ON  t—  co  O 

COCO  LTN  NO  P--4  LT\01  lACO 
OJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJ  OJOJ 


OJ-4  t--OJ-4-4  OJcop-J- 
.4  -4  H  H  O  ON  OncO  ONCO 

t-{  r-i  t-\  r-i 


H  CO  OJ  -4  CO  CO  P--4-  NO  NO 
-4--4--4  LTN  NO  -4  NO  -4  LTN-4 
r-1r-fr-{r-\f-tt-{r-{r-ir-t,-t 


ltn  no  On-4  OJ  00  OncO  ON  On 
p-p-P-P-t^C^t— P-C-p- 


H  NO  LTN  NO  H  OJONCO  OnO 
4COrOHrJWHWOJOJ 


r-\  r-{ 


r-i  r-t  r-{  r-{  t-i 


NO  On  NO  NO  O  ltn  co  NO  OJ  H 
NO  NO  NO  NO  NO  NO  ND  NO  NO  P— 


ONONOJND-4NOO-4H  ON 

CO  t —   —  LTN  LTN  NO  LTN  ND  LTN  LTN 


H  OJ  CO -4"  LTN  NO  P-  CO  ON 

rococococococococo 
OnONOnOnOnOsOnOnOn 

■-{f-t,-\r-ii-i<-1r^r-tr-( 


O  H 


OJ  no^i;  ""NNjg  P-cp  ON 


4444443444 

ONOnOnOnOnOnOnOnONON 

r-\i-f<-tr-\r-i--<r-{<-tt-i<-i 


OJlOJlC0>l 

O  H  OJ  C04  LTN  NO  P-CO  On 
ltn  ltn  ltn  lcn  ltn  lcn  ltn  ltn  ltn  lcn 
OnOnOnONOnOnONOnONOn 

r-\i-iHH<-Hr-ir-lr-(r-lf-{ 


U 

01 

jG 

p 

O 


Cm 
O 

G 
O 

•H 
CO 

rH 
CJ 

G 
•H 

H 

rG 
•P 

>> 
rO 

CO 

U 


•H 

0) 
-P 

o 
ft 


<H 

rH 

01 
tH 

cm 


01 
CO 
1) 

rG 

+3 


0) 

rO 
O 

+> 
CJ 

O 

rl 
O 
<H 


CO 

u 


1 

•H 
-P 
G 
01 
■P 

a 


01 

to 

•H 
> 

& 
K 


I — 1 

^Hl^       Oil  "roj 


PES-206 


-  19  - 


MARCH  I960 


Table  13< — Supply  and  distribution  of  eggs,  1959 
 (including  data  for  cover  chart)  


Total 

Category- 

:            As  originally  : 
:  reported 

Converted  \ 
to  case 
equivalent  * 

Disappearance, 
per  capita 

Unit 

:  Quantity  : 

Supply 
Production  on  farms 
Allovance  for  back-yard 
production 

Total  production 
Imports  1/ 

Shell  eggs  in  storage 
at  beginning  of  year 
Total  supply 

:      Mil-  eggs 

:      Mil.  doz. 
Thou .  c  s . 

61,953 

:  1 

J  53 

Thou.  cs. 

172,092 

8,605 
180,697 

26 

53 

180,776 

Eggs 

Disposition 
Broken  commercially 

Thou .  lb . 

695  56l 

17,609 

2/3^ 

Disposition  of  com- 
mercially-broken 
liquid  egg 
Frozen 

Used  directly  for 

drying  3/ 
Used  directly  as 

liquid 

do. 

do . 
do. 

^35,722 
208,678 
51,163 

11,031 
5  7  203 

1,295 

Eggs  used  for  hatching 

9,107 

Exported  as  shell  eggs 
and  shipments 

Mil .  doz . 

3^ 

1,133 

Used  by  the  military 

do. 

60 

1,997 

Shell  eggs  in  storage 
at  end  of  year 

Thou .  c s .  : 

±91 

191 

Available  for  civilian 
consumption  in  shell 
form  k/ 

150 , 739 

311 

Used  by  institutions 
Consumed  by  self-  : 

suppliers  : 
Consumed  in  households 

via  retail  channels 

5/ 
5/ 
5/ 

26,379 
22,180 
102 , 180 

Total  civilian  food 
use- 

Peak  storage  holdings  : 
during  the  year  : 
Shell  : 
Frozen 

Thou.  cs.  : 
Urott.  lb.  : 

1,05^ 
152,105 

180,776 

1,054 

3;  851 

5^5 

1/  Both  shell  and  processed. 2^    Computed  after  allowance  for  change  in  storage 
stocks.     3/  Not  including  frozen  egg  used  for  preparation  of  dried  egg.     kj  This  is 
actually  the  balancing  item  to  make  supply  and  distribution  equal. 
3J  Estimated. 
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Table  i4 . — Broilers:    Price  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  195*4-  to  date 


Jan. 


:  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

:  June 

:  July 

Aug. 

:  Sept. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov.  : 

Dec. 


Ct.  Ct.  Ct.  Ct.        Ct.  Ct.  Ct.  Ct. 

(a)  U-  S.  mid-month  average  price  received  by  farmers,  live 


Ct. 


Ct. 


Ct. 


1955 

:  24.4 

25.4 

29.7 

1956 

:  20.6 

21.  4 

21.9 

1957 

:  18.0 

19-5 

19-5 

1958 

:  19-9 

20.4 

21.  4 

155? 

:  17A 

17.2 

17.3 

i960 

:  17.1 

17.7 

1955 

:  25.2 

26.U 

1956 

:  21.2 

22.7 

23.1 

1957 

18.0 

20.6 

21.8 

1958 

18.6 

21.0 

22.2 

1959 

•  17-3 

16.9 

16.9 

i960 

17.0 

18.2 

20.0 

28.4 
20.8 
18.8 
19.4 
16.3 


27.0  27.2 

21.1  20.2 

19.3  2O.7 

20.3  21.1 

16.0  15.8 


26.5 
21.4 
21.4 

19.3 
16.1 


26.9 
19.6 
20.7 

17.6 

15.7 


25.2 
18.2 
18.1 

16.3 

15-7 


22.0 
17.2 
17.0 
15.8 
15.0 


21.2 
16.8 
16.9 
15.8 
15.0 


19.4 
16.6 
16.4 
15.1 

17.6 


(b)  Del-Mar-Va,  average  price,  live  1/ 


31.7 

25.2 

28.0 

27.9 

27.8 

26.9 

20.7 

I8.7 

19.5 

20.4 

21.1 

19.0 

23.2 

19-7 

18.5 

17.9 

16.7 

17.4 

20.2 

19-3 

21.8 

22.3 

22.0 

'  19.1 

17.2 

16.7 

16.0 

19.3 

21.8 

22.2 

20.2 

18.6 

16.3 

15.8 

16.9 

15.0 

17.0 

17.2 

16.2 

17.7 

16.4 

16.9 

15.2 

15.0 

19.9 

26.5 
18.2 

20.0 
20.0 
14.5 


(d)  San  Joaquin  Valley  of  California,  monthly  average  prices  paid  at  ranch,  live  2/ 


1955 

22.0 

23.7 

28.1 

29.9 

26.0 

1956 

21.3 

21.1 

21.0 

19.6 

20.0 

1957 

17.0 

19.7 

19.7 

19.0 

17.5 

1958 

17.1 

19.0 

21.0 

19.2 

20.0 

1959 

14.6 

15.1 

15.5 

15.8 

14.9 

i960 

15.6 

17-3 

18.3 

price  at 

farm, 

live  1/ 

24.3 

26.0 

25.0 

21.0 

21.1 

18.7 

21.5 

18.7 

16.5 

16.0 

16.3 

15.1 

20.0 

20.0 

17.5 

15-7 

15.4 

16.1 

19.8 

17.0 

15.6 

15.2 

16.1 

14.2 

15.5 

14.6 

14.4 

13-8 

14.0 

16.2 

25.2 

21.0 
21.0 
20.8 
18.6 
17.6 


26.4 
21.3 
20.3 
20.9 
18.5 
1/18.0 


31.5 

30.0 

29.5  29.5 

28.1 

29.O 

27.4 

22.4 

21.2 

19.8 

21.6 

21.6 

21.9  22.6 

23.9 

21.8 

20.6 

18.3 

16.5 

19.5 

22.2 

20.3 

20.6  22.0 

22.8 

22.4 

19.9 

16.5 

17.1 

17.0 

23.9 

21.0 

21.2  22.0 

20.  5 

19.1 

16.3 

15.9 

17-3 

15.5- 

18.8 

I6.9 

18.0  18.6 

18.8 

18.8 

16. 7 

15.0 

16.0 

17.4 

1/20.0 

(e)  Chicago,  ready-to-cook  (ice 

-packed), 

monthly  average  price  3/ 

1955  : 

38.7 

40.0 

45.9 

1956  : 

34.0 

34.8 

35-3 

1957  : 

29.5 

31-9 

31.5 

1958  : 

32.8 

32.7 

34.5 

1959  : 

29.2 

28.7 

28.7 

i960  : 

28.8 

1/29.9 

1/31-0 

44.7 

43.1 

42.9 

41.5 

42.3 

39-3 

34.8 

34.0 

32.0 

33-6 

34.1 

32.3 

34.5 

32.2 

30.3 

28.7 

28.3 

26.8 

30.9 

31.2 

33-6 

34.2 

33-3 

29.6 

27.9 

27.9 

27.4 

31.8 

32.7 

33-8 

31-7 

29.3 

27.4 

26.4 

26.6 

25.3 

27.9 

27.1 

26.9 

27.3 

26.6 

26.4 

25.8 

25.1 

28.9 

(f)  New  York,  ready-to-cook  (ice-packed),  wholesale  lots,  monthly  average  price  4/ 


43.8 

^3.7 

48.3 

46.7 

44.2 

45.2 

44.6 

45.2 

43.0 

36.6 

36.3 

36.3 

35.8 

37.4 

•  37-6 

35-4 

36.1 

35.2 

38.4 

34.5 

33.2 

31.6 

30.8 

30.3 

32.7 

33.9 

33-9 

32.8 

33-7 

35-7 

37-4 

32.8 

32.5 

30.5 

30.0 

29.5 

34.8 

35.2 

36.2 

33-4 

34.4 

35-5 

33.0 

30.9 

28.8 

28.0 

27.8 

26.9 

30.9 

30.3 

29.5 

28.4 

28.2 

28.6 

29.3 

28.1 

28.5 

n.a. 

27.2 

30.8 

30.8 

1/30.5 

1/30-5 

1/  First  full  week  of  month. 
2/  2r  pounds  and  over. 
3/  lu  -  3x  pounds. 

5/  2-3  pounds  prior  to  1959;  1959,  2-3^  pounds  (mostly  price). 
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Table   YJ. — Turkey  poults:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available  data, 
and  calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised,  United  States,  September  1953  to  date 


Year 

Sept. 

Oct. 

\  Nov . 

!  Eec  • '. 

Jan. 

"  Feb . ; 

Mar .  \ 

Apr.  \ 

May  \ 

June 

Aug. 

\ Number 
' raised 

:  1/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)  All  turkeys 

1953-54 

0.5 

0.4 

0.7 

1-7 

3-0 

5.0 

11.2 

16.2 

16.7 

10.8 

3.9 

_L 

k 

67.7  . 

1954-55  ' 

•7 

•  7 

1.2 

2.2 

2.6 

3-8 

8.9 

14.6 

17.2 

11.6 

4.3 

2 

65.6 

1955-56 

.6 

■  5 

•9 

1-9 

2.9 

5-7 

12.4 

17.8 

19.6 

13.4 

5.3 

ft 

76.7 

1956-57 

•  7 

•  7 

1-5 

3-1 

4-3 

6.7 

13.2 

18.8 

20.0 

13.2 

4.8 

± 

f. 

81.2 

1957-58 

.6 

•  5 

1.0 

2.1 

3-3 

5-6 

12.1 

17-3 

19.3 

14.1 

6.5 

2 

0 

78.3 

1958-59 

l.l 

1.2 

1.8 

2.8 

3-9 

5-9 

12.8 

17.7 

20.6 

13.7 

5-9 

2 

1 

2/81.9 

1959-60 

1.2 

1-3 

1-9 

2.6 

3-7 

(b)  Light-breed  turkeys 

1953-54 

0.4 

0.4 

0.7 

1-3 

1.8 

1-7 

1.8 

2.3 

3-3 

3.0 

2.4 

■5 
J 

19.2 

1954-55 

.7 

•  7 

1.0 

1-7 

l.k 

l.l 

1.1 

1.8 

2.4 

2.6 

2.2 

1 

2 

I6.0 

1955-56 

.4 

•  3 

•5 

•9 

■  9 

.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.4 

2.5 

2.2 

I 

j- 

13.7 

1956-57 

.4 

.3 

.7 

1.1 

1.0 

.8 

1.1 

1.6 

2.4 

2-3 

1.9 

q 

13.4 

1957-58 

.2 

.2 

■3 

.6 

.8 

1.0 

1.1 

1.6 

2.2 

2.1 

1-9 

1 

1 

12.2 

1958-59 

•  5 

•  5 

•  7 

l.l 

1-5 

1-3 

1-7 

1-9 

2-9 

2.1 

1.8 

1 

2/I5.4 

1959-60 

.4 

•  3 

.4 

•5 

•5 

(c) 

All  heavy-breed  turkeys 

1953-54 

t 

3/ 

0.1 

0.3 

1.2 

3.1* 

9A 

13.9 

13.4 

7-7 

1.4 

0 

j_ 

48.5 

1954-55 

w 

0.1 

.2 

•  5 

1.2 

2.7 

7-8 

12.8 

14.8 

9.0 

2.1 

•3 

j 

48.8 

1955-56 

0.1 

.2 

1.0 

2.0 

4-9 

11.4 

16.3 

17.2 

11.0 

3-1 

7 

63.2 

1956-57 

.3 

.k 

.8 

2.0 

3-3 

5-8 

12.1 

17.2 

17.6 

11.0 

2.9 

7 

67.8 

1957-58 

.3 

.k 

•  7 

1-5 

2-5 

k.6 

10.9 

15.8 

17.2 

11.9 

4.5 

9 

66.1 

1958-59 

.5 

•  7 

1.1 

1-7 

2.1* 

h.6 

11.0 

15.9 

17.7 

11.5 

4.2 

1 

1 

2/66.4 

1959-60 

.8 

1.0 

1-5 

2.1 

3-1 

(d)  Light- feathered 

heavy- 

-breed  turkeys 

1955-56 

/ 

V 

V 

V 

0.9 

1.2 

1-9 

3-0 

3-7 

2.8 

1.6 

0 

•  7 

15.8 

1956-57 

:  0.3 

t£ 

To 

.9 

l.l 

1.1 

1.6 

2.5 

3-3 

2.6 

1-3 

.6 

14.9 

1957-58 

•  3 

•3 

•  5 

.7 

.8 

•9 

1-3 

2.2 

3.0 

2.4 

1.6 

8 

13.9 

1958-59 

:  -5 

.6 

.8 

1.1 

1.2 

1.1 

1-9 

2.8 

3-9 

3-1 

2.1 

1 

0 

2/18.6 

1959-60 

:  .8 

.8 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

(e 

)  Other  heavy 

-breed 

turkeys 

1955-56 

•  H 

H 

V 

V 

1.1 

3.8 

9-5 

13.3 

13.5 

8.2 

1-5 

3/ 

47.4 

1956-57 

3/ 

0.2 

1.1 

2.2 

4-7 

10.4 

14.7 

14.3 

8.4 

1.6 

1 

52.9 

1957-58 

0.1 

.2 

.8 

1-7 

3-7 

9-6 

13.5 

14.1 

9-5 

2.9 

1 

52.2 

1958-59 

.1 

•3 

.6 

1.2 

3-5 

9-1 

13.1 

13.7 

8-5 

2.1 

.1 

2/47-8 

1959-60 

3/ 

.1 

•  9 

J-9 

1/  In  calendar  year  beginning  January. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Less  than  0.05  million. 

\'  Reported  series  began  Jcnuary  1956. 
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Table  .1.8. --Turkey  breeders:    Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and  subsequent 
numbers  of  turkeys  raised;  available  data,  by  breed  types,  1945  to  date 


Year 

J_  U_L  I  .  —  j  O 

\  under 

NPIF 

Inten- 
tions 
to  keep 
breeders, 
Jan.  1 
1/ 

Breeders 
on  farms , 
Jan.  1 

Intentions 
to  raise 
turkeys  as 
a  percent  of 
previous  year 

Turkeys  raised 

12  months 

t         '- I  {'    J  i  . ;  -, 

July  1 

8  months 
Mar.  1 

As  : 
re-  : 
ported: 

As  a  per- 
cent of 
previous 
year 

As  : 
re-  : 
ported: 

As  a  percent: 
of  previous: 
year  : 

Per 
Jan.  1 
breeder 

Million 

Million 

Pe  r c  en t    Mi 1 1 ion 

Percent 

Percent 

Million 

Percent 

Number 

(a) 

All  turkeys 

19^5 

4.5 

107 

108 

42.9 

122 

9-5 

1946 

4.8 

107 

95 

40.  l 

Q4 

8  ~\ 

19^7 

3.8 

78 

84 

34.0 

85 

9-0 

1948 

2.5 

67 

82 

31.5 

93 

12.4 

1Q4Q 

3-1 

124 

125 

41.3 

131 

13.1 

1950 

3-3 

104 

101 

44.4 

108 

13.6 

1951 

3.2 

98 

101 

53-3 

120 

16.6 

1952 

3-7 

115 

111 

11  ( 

1  C  c\ 
lO .  y 

1953 

2.7 

2.6 

3-2 

86 

92 

59-8 

96 

18.9 

195^ 

3-0 

2.8 

3.1 

98 

107 

67.7 

113 

21.9 

1955 

2.9 

2.7 

3.0 

97 

96 

65.6 

97 

21.8 

1956 

3-1 

2.9 

112 

3.2 

107 

106 

76.7 

117 

23.8 

1957 

<£  3.8 

3-6 

114 

3-7 

114 

110 

81.2 

106 

22.1 

1958 

3-2 

95 

3-4 

93 

101 

78.3 

97  ' 

22.8 

1959 

4.0 

3-6 

111 

3-7 

107 

105 

81.9 

104 

22.0 

i960 

2/(89) 

97 

3.4 

92 

106 

(b)    Heavy -breed  turkeys 

1950 

3/39.1 

1951 

3/42.1 

108 

1952 

3/44.3 

105 

1953 

2.3 

2.2 

97 

43.4 

98 

1954 

2.2 

2.2 

2.4 

91 

106 

48.5 

112 

19.9 

1955 

2.4 

2.3 

2.5 

102 

100 

48.8 

101 

19.7 

1956 

2.7 

2.5 

-L-l-J 

2.8 

112 

114 

63.I 

129 

22.7 

1957 

3-3 

3-2 

116 

3-2 

115 

113 

67.8 

107 

21.2 

1958 

3-0 

2.9 

96 

3-0 

93 

103 

66  1 
00  •  j_ 

Q7 

00  n 

1959 

3.4 

3-1 

107 

3-1 

103 

103 

66.4 

100 

21.3 

I960 

2/(94) 

98 

3-0 

97 

112 

(c)  Lig 

it-breed  turkeys 

1950 

3/5.3 

1951 

3/11.2 

211 

1952 

3/18.1 

162 

1953 

0.5 

0.4 

77 

16.4 

91 

195^ 

.8 

.6 

0.7 

140 

109 

19.2 

117 

29.2 

1955 

c 
.0 

•5 

.5 

81 

89 

16.8 

88 

31-5 

1956 

•  5 

.4 

107 

.5 

86 

84 

13.6 

81 

29.9 

1957 

•  5 

.4 

97 

.5 

105 

97 

13-4 

99 

28.0 

1958 

•  5 

.4 

87 

.4 

94 

89 

12.2 

90 

28.6 

1959 

.6 

138 

.6 

134 

116 

15.4 

126 

25.9 

I960 

2/(57) 

84 

.4 

70 

82 

1/  Intentions  as  of  preceding  October.  2/  Percentage  that  data  since  July  1  are  of  comparable  year 
earlier  data.    jj  Derived.    4/  Data  not  comparable. 
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Table  19. — Turkeys:     Number  raised,  1953-59;  United  States,  and 
intentions  to  raise  turkeys,  by  divisions  i960 


Heavy  breeds 

iear  ano.  envision 

White 

Total 

;  Light 

All 

Other 

\  breeds 

turkeys 

.  y 

:      y  : 

y 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Number  raised 

1953 

4-3.4 

16.4 

59-8 

195  4 

48.5 

19.2 

67.7 

1955 

1.0  0 

40. 0 

16.0 

65  .6 

1956 

15.8 

47.2 

63.1 

13.6 

76.7 

1957 

14.9 

52.9 

67.8 

13.4 

81.2 

1958:    U.  S.  total 

13-9 

— *  ✓ 

52.2 

66.1 

12.2 

78.3 

North  Atlantic 

:  1.8 

1.2 

3.0 

0.2 

3-2 

East  North  Central 

:  3.5 

6.0 

9-5 

1-5 

11 .0 

West  North  Central 

:     6. it 

14  .9 

21.3 

2.4 

23.7 

South  Atlantic 

;  0.6 

5-1 

5-7 

6.2 

11.9 

South  Central 

:  1.1 

5  .9 

7-1 

1.1 

0.2 

Western 

:  .4 

19.1 

19.5 

Q 
.O 

20.3 

1959  3/:     U.  S.  total 

:  18.6 

14-7.8 

66.4 

15.4 

81.9 

North  Atlantic 

:  1-7 

1.1 

2.8 

0.2 

3.0 

East  North  Central 

4.8 

9-5 

1.9 

11.7 

West  North  Central 

8.7 

16.1 

24. 0 

2.0 

20.5 

South  Atlantic 

:  1.1 

3-9 

5-0 

7.1 

-1  -1  Q 
ll.O 

South  Central 

:  1.1 

5-1 

6.2 

1.2 

7-5 

Western 

:  1.1 

17.0 

lo.l 

.1.0 

19.4 

Intentions  to  raise  turkeys, 

I960  k/:    U.S.  total 

:  22.3 

51.9 

74.2 

12.6 

86.8 

North  Atlantic 

:  1.5 

1.2 

2.7 

0.1 

2.8 

East  North  Central 

:  5A 

5-3 

10.7 

2.0 

12.7 

West  North  Central 

10.7 

18.0 

dO  .  ( 

3'1 

31-9 

South  Atlantic 

;  1.6 

3^ 

5-0 

5-2 

10.2 

South  Central 

:  1.1 

5-5 

6.6 

1.0 

7.6 

Western 

:  2.0 

18.5 

20.5 

1.2 

21.7 

1/  Derived. 

2/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 

3/  Preliminary. 

V  As  of  January,  i960. 
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Table  20. — Turkeys:     Cold  storage  holdings,  first-of -month,  United  States, 
1950  to  date;  weekly,  35  cities,  April  1959  to  date 


Year 

.  Jan. 

:  Feb.: 

Mar.  : 

Apr. 

:  May 

:  June 

:  July 

:  Aug. ; 

Sept. ■ 

Oct. 

Nov.  : 

Dec . 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

•  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a 

)  Monthly,  United 

States 

1950 

.  127 

138 

129 

113 

93 

77 

64 

47 

37 

43 

77 

108 

1951 

110 

117 

101 

80 

60 

48 

39 

30 

25 

42 

83 

109 

1952 

107 

116 

107 

93 

72 

63 

56 

46 

44 

71 

142 

158 

1953 

147 

143 

118 

92 

72 

60 

53 

44 

46 

69 

126 

135 

195  4 

122 

125 

109 

97 

79 

69 

57 

48 

51 

78 

141 

147 

1955 

121 

124 

111 

93 

71 

60 

52 

45 

48 

77 

144 

129 

1956 

95 

96 

83 

64 

49 

41 

36 

36 

53 

98 

197 

194 

1957 

162 

170 

150 

137 

109 

98 

92 

90 

102 

149 

241 

220 

1958 

177 

179 

154 

131 

105 

84 

80 

79 

104 

161 

255 

208 

1959 

162 

160 

141 

112 

87 

67 

65 

67 

87 

1 

134 

220 

183 

I960  • 

149 

143 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

Weeks  • 

i960 

1959 

First  - 

71 

72 

62 

58 

45 

33 

31 

34 

43 

63 

108 

90 

Second 

72 

71 

55 

42 

33 

31 

35 

46 

71 

112 

91 

Third 

71 

69 

51 

39 

33 

32 

37 

50 

80 

98 

85 

Fourth 

72 

66 

48 

36 

32 

33 

39 

56 

88 

84 

72 

Fifth 

65 

34 

42 

98 
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Table 

21 . — Turkeys : 

Indicators  of 

size  of  crop, 

I960 

Volume 

,  current  season 

,  as  a  percentage  of  year 

before  — 

Heavy-type  turkeys  : 

Item 

White - 
feathered 

Beltsville- 

:      Bronze  : 

All  heavy  : 

type 

:  All  turkeys 

O  1  '  1  I  >. — ■  v  0 

:      turkeys  : 

turkeys  : 

turkeys 

PeTcent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

PeTPPril" 

X  v_x  WV>Uu 

Hat rhinos     ^ptii"     T— Feb. 

XX  CX  0*_X1  XIX          ,      JCpi/i      J-    X  w      •  O- 

131 

1+9 

98 

Eggs  in  incubators ,  Feb .  1 

120 

95 

100 

106 

Breeders  tested,  July  1  to 

Feb .  1 . 

136 

li+7 

11+1+ 

55 

Intentions  (Oct.  l)  on 

size  of  Jan.  1  breeder 

flock 

!  122 

91 

98 

81+ 

97 

Achua.1   s  i       of  1  a/her 

breeding  flock  Jan.  1. 

97 

70 

92 

Intentions  to  raise 

turkeys,  i960 

:  121 

108 

112 

82 

106 

Table  22. — Turkeys:    Composition  of  storage  stocks,  available  data,  September  30,  1955  to  date 


Date  of  reported  holdings 

Item  \ 

Unit 

September 

30 

January 

31 

1955 

:  1956:  1957  ' 

1958:  1959 

1956: 

1957  ' 

1959: 

1959  :  I960 
1/  : 

(a) 

Percentage  breakdown  of  reported  holdings  2/  3/ 

Class  of  turkey: 
Eviscerated 

Toms  : 
Hens 

Broiler-fryer  type 

Pet. 
Pet. 
Pet. 

30 
55 
13 

33 
56 
10 

60 

33 

6 

1+5  1+2 
1+8  52 

6  6 

71+ 
17 

5 

79 
16 
h 

81+ 
11 
1+ 

69  83 
25  12 
5  31 

N.  Y.  dressed 
Toms 
Hens 

Pet. 
Pet. 

1 
1 

1 

1 

%  | 

3 
1 

1 

y 

1 

V 

hj  1 
tj  hj 

(b) 

Size  of 

reported  sample  and 

total 

U.  S. 

holdings 

Size  of  sample  on  which 
percentages  are  based 

:  Mil. lb. 

•  48 

59 

97 

103  80 

70 

108 

115 

96  81+ 

U.  S.  cold  storage 
holdings 

•Mil. lb. 

:  77 

98 

11+9 

161  131+ 

96 

170 

179 

160       ll+3  I 

1/    A    U.  S.  D.  A.     survey    on    this    date    gave    the    following    distribution  by 
weight    classes    among    a    sample    of    30    million    pounds:      8  lb.    and    under,    Ik  pet; 
over  8  but  less  than  16  lb.,  35  pet.;  over  16  but  less  than  22  lb.,  16  pet.;  over  22  lb., 
35  pet.     A  similar  breakdown  for  a  small  sample  was  reported  for  March  1. 

2/  May  not  add  to  100  due  to  rounding. 

3/  Based  on  sample. 

hj  Less  than  0.5  pet. 
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Table  23. --Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  series,  June  1954  to  date 


MARCH  I960 


Season 

June 

:    July  : 

Aug. 

:    Sept . 

:    Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec.  : 

Jan. 

:    Feb .  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr.  : 

May 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a 

)  Average 

farm  price 

,  mid -month 

(live),  United  States 

1954-55 

31.3 

28.6 

27-8 

27.6 

27.0 

28.5 

29-6 

27.4 

29-5 

30.4 

29-7 

28.9 

1955-56 

29-6 

29.5 

31.0 

31.2 

on  A 

30.5 

30.6 

31.0 

31. 3 

30 . 6 

1956-57 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25.9 

27.8 

26.6 

25-3 

25-5 

25.8 

24.2 

-Lyp  1  --?o 

22.7 

22.9 

23.5 

24.5 

22.0 

24.6 

26.7 

oA  7 

£3J.  f 

1958-59 

25-5 

24.5 

24.8 

23-7 

23.9 

23.0 

23-3 

23-9 

24.9 

23.6 

23-0 

22.4 

1959-60 

22.5 

22.4 

21.9 

22.6 

22.5 

24.9 

29-7 

28.2 

25.7 

(b)  Live, 

heavy-type  young 

toms ,  San 

Joaquin  Valley,  California, 

first  day  of  month 

y 

1954-55 

26 

28 

28 

1955-56 

25-26 

30 

29 

1956-57 

31 

27-28 

264 

1957-58 

22 

20 

20-21 

1958-59 

28 

26 

26A 

1959-60 

182-29 

22 

21-2l£ 

1954-55 

30-31 

1955-56 

31 

1956-57 

29 

1957-58 

23-234 

1958-59 

28 

1959-60 

22-22? 

1954-55 

1955-56 

1956-57 

28-30 

1957-58 

1958-59 

1959-60 

1954-55 

1955-56 

1956-57 

274-28 

1957-58 

1958-59 

1959-60 

25-26 
25-26 
30-33 

20-21 
22-23 
24-244 


24-25 

28 
28 
17 

21 
24-29 


24-  25 

27 

25-  26 
18-19 

23 
21 


24 

27-29? 

244-26 
21 
20-21 
195-22? 


22-22? 

29-30 

25-25? 

19? 

20 
21-22 


23-24 
26?-27 
23-244 

184-19 
19-19? 
23-23? 


23-24 
264-27 

26-28 

20-21 

20 
30-31 


21?. 


23 


17-19 
24 


21-23 


(c)  Live,  heavy-type  hens,  San  Josquin  Valley,  California,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


28 

304-31 
27I-28 

21?-22 

24 
21?-22? 


28 

344-35, 

27-27? 

22 

24-244 

23 


31-32 

33 

25?-26 

22-  22? 

23-  23? 
25-25? 


3i?-32 
31?- 32? 

25?-26 
27-27TT 
22-23 

33 


24 

24 


(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted,  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


1954- 

•55 

50-52 

464 
49I- 

.49 

47-49 

1955 

-56 

1*84-524 

-53 

51-54 

1956 

-57 

64-65 

65- 

-65? 

65?-66 

1957 

-58 

44-45 

40- 

-1*3 

40 -4l 

1958 

-59 

424-434 
50?-53 

42- 

•1*3 

4o?-42 

1959- 

-60 

54- 

-55 

50-51? 

47-49 

555-5? 

60-61 
375-40? 

39-41 
47?-504 


464-49 
5o|-54 
50-52 
38-39? 
40-43 

51?-53 


44-48 

46-  50 
43-444 
38-40J 

395-43 

47-  51 


434-46 
47J-484 
48-49J 


4o-4l- 
39-43" 
47?-53 


43-45 
53-54 
474-49 
39-41 
404-44 
451-49 


44-48 
54-55 
46-47 
385-41 

44-  464 

45-  47* 


444-48 
54-55 
44-444 

3&i-4o| 
44-46| 
44-47 


(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-14  pounds,  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


5lf-53f 
524-53? 
422-43* 
49-50 
38-40 


51-53 
50-52 
47-484 

45-46 
36-384 


454-48 
48-494 
46-47 
37-36 
41^-424 
35?-37? 


48-49? 
494-51, 
434-444 
37?- 38 

40-4l4 


47-49 

51-524 

44-44| 

38-39 
40-4l4 


35-37?      37-39  4c-2-42§ 


495-51 
'52-54 
44-45 
4o-4o4 
4o-4i| 


51-53 
504-52 
44-454 
43-44 
39-41 
46-474 


48-51 
50-51 

42-  43 

43-  44 
39-404 

484-50 


48-51 
50-51 

39-  40 
43-44 

40-  4l 
484-495 


48-50 
494-51 
39i-4l4 
46-47 
40-41 
48?-  50 


24 
18-19 


474-50? 

61J-62 
42-44 
41-42 
44-46 


514-53? 
53i-54 


i?-tjp 

50-50I  2/45-46 
38-40  37-39 


46-49 
57?-58 

45-46^ 
384-404 

44-464 


48-50 
50-51? 


42?-43 


(f)  Live,  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


27-295 
304-31 
26J-27 
23 

25-26 
22?-23 


28 
21 

4/2T-33 


32-33 
28 
215-22 

27 

22-23 


26-26^ 
30-30I 

264 

23 

244-25 
20 


275-28 
30-304 
25-26 

23-  23? 

24-  25 
20 


29 
304-31 
25 

23-  23? 

24-  244 

20-204 


31-32 

30-314 

254-  26 

244-25 

255-  264 

2hi 


32 
28-2&4 

26-27 

30 

24-25 

264 


28 

29? 
26 

24-25 
23 

25 


30 
26-27 

27 

25 


30 

33 

26 
30 
25-25? 


30 
30-31 
26 
30 

21-22 


(g)  Live, 

heavy-type 

toms , 

Iowa,  first 

Friday  of  month 

3/ 

244 

26 

24-244 

23-24 

25-254 
28-2&4 

20-23 

£34 

27 

29-31 

30 

26-27 

29-30 

25-25? 
19?-204 

24-25 

23-23? 

27-30 

20 

20-204 
22-22lj 

20 

22-22^ 
20-21? 

21 

24 

22 

20 

20-21 

20-23 

24-25 

24-25 

29 

31 
29-30 

24-25 
284-30 
22-224 


20-22 
28-304 


28 

304-314 
284 

23 
264-27 
21?-22 


(h)  Live, 

heavy-type  hens , 

Iowa,  first 

304-304 

29-30 

324-33 

35-354 

34 

37 

33 

32-34 

26-264 

274-28 

27-274 

28-284 
28-284 

22-23 

23-24 

25 

25 

26-264 

24 

23 

22-224 

23,1-24 

25-254 

30 

27? 


28-284 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available.  2/  14-15  pounds.  3/  Beginning  1958,  first  day  of  month,  or  first 
business  day  thereafter.    4/  Toms  25  pounds  and  up. 
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